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IPBES Nexus report (2025)

Biodiversity is essential for our existence

Drivers and causes of degradation of
biodiversity, water, food , health and climate
are intertwined, but decisions to address

: : : 'f'%"{ ,—r*
them are often taken in isolation e T atard Al
Challenges within each element are B el et
interconnected with other elements across THE INTERLINKAGES AMONG
multiple spatial and temporal scales B'°'.33’§S§\',I‘.§ ngrFf-i

SUMMARY FOR POLICYMAKERS
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Status

Biodiversity loss and climate change
are interdependent and produce
compounding impacts and impacts
that threaten human health and well-
being

Existing governance approaches have
often failed to account for and
address these negative impacts in
degrading nature




Governing the nexus

Current siloed governance modes should be transformed through more

integrative, inclusive, equitable, accountable, coordinated and adaptive
approaches

Tools and methods facilitating a holistic understanding of nexus elements can
increase knowledge and improve cooperation and decision-making.



INTOSAI WGEA work on policy coherence

2022 publication

Examples of tools and methods

Auditing Sustainable

Development Goals:

Key Principles and Tools
on Policy Coherence

and Multi-stakeholder
Engagement for Supreme
Audit Institutions

Auditing Sustainable Development Goals: Key Principles and
Tools on Policy Coherence and Multi-stakeholder Engagement @I,r--{rzfrs-;;
for Supreme Audit Institutions ia



https://wgea.org/media/3n0bnkss/wgea-wp5_sustainabledevelopementgoals_2022.pdf

Figure 4.3.1: WGEA Steering Committee test results (matrix)
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Figure 4.4.1: Understanding Duplication, Fragmentation, Overlap, and Gap (DFOG)
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New materials on nexus biodiversity-climate

2023-2025 project
In auditing, considering the nexus CLIMATE

means recognizing their deep
interconnection and assessing them
together rather than in isolation \
In practice: how climate policies Biodiversity \

and

impact biodiversity, and vice versa Cimate

Trade-offs especially in the context of

renewable energy -—
Nature-based solutions good for both BIODIVERSITY HUMANS

- Y,
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‘!.N!]O S Al NEX:IS Area:
Climate &
Climate - Biodiversity Nexus:

Relationship of Climate Change BlOleEl’Slty
Mitigation and Biodiversity
Policy Measures

A literature review

b

Climate and Biodiversity Hub '23-25

Climate — biodiversity nexus: Relationship of
: .. . : graph-
climate change mitigation and biodiversity : . o )
: : ) edited snapshot climate biodiversity nexus.pdf
policy measures. A literature review



https://wgea.org/media/mkoj2l4k/nexus-literature-review-final-2023.pdf
https://wgea.org/media/xbhdiiy3/graph-edited_snapshot_climate_biodiversity_nexus.pdf
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Nexus thematic
1. | area / Potential | Potential audit questions Source(s) criteria®
audit subject
Habitat Sustainable habitat management
management/ *  Are areas of high biodiversity importance, or high Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework - Target 1. Ensure that all areas are under participatory integrated biodiversity inclusive
. ecological integrity, being effectively managed? Is spatial planning and/or effective management processes addressing land and sea use change, to bring the loss of areas of high
protection climate change being considered? biodiversity importance, including ecosystems of high ecological integrity, close to zero by 2030, while respecting the rights of
= Arethere action plans and/or strategies for areas | indigenous peoples and local communities.
of high biodiversity importance, or high ecological
integrity, that in place to reduce their loss close to Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework — Target 12. Significantly increase the area and quality and connectivity of, access to, and benefits
zero by 2030? from green and blue spaces in urban and densely populated areas sustainably, by mainstreaming the conservation and sustainable use of
«  Does planning or management in place respect the biodiversity, and ensure biodiversity-inclusive urban planning, enhancing native biodiversity, ecological connectivity and integrity, and improving
rights of indigenous peoples and local human health and well-being and connection to nature and contributing to inclusive and sustainable urbanization and the provision of
1 communities? ecosystemn functions and services.
| ?
Are the obligations under international agreements [i
1 " gations u mernat 8 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals - SDG 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its

to sustainably use terrestrial and inland freshwater
ecosystems and their services met?

To what extent was sustainable management
promoted forests or other ecosystems subject to
use of harvest? Was the biodiversity and climate
nexus in its sustainable management considered?

Habitat protection

Are clear and measurable targets for habitat
protection established?

What actions have been taken to reduce the
degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of
biodiversity and protect and prevent the extinction
of threatened species? Have the impacts of climate
change been considered in these actions?

What actions were taken to combat desertification
and related land degradation? Have the actions
been taken in consideration of the biodiversity and
climate nexus?

What measures have been taken to protect
endangered species (flora and fauna)? Do the
measures consider the biodiversity and climate
nexus, including potential synergies and trade-offs?

impacts

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals - SDG 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine

resources for sustainable development

5 inable Develog 1t Goals - SDG 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

« Target 15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems

and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements

s  Target 15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore
degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally

* Target 15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and
floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world

* Target 15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to
provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development

* Target 15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020,
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species

* Target 15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and
supply of illegal wildlife products

s Target 15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on
land and water ecosystemns and control or eradicate the priority species
Target 15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty
reduction strategies and accounts




Al SlnsimeE] 2026-2028 water into the nexus
POLLUTION pollution pollution

(China) (USA)

N\

Blue value Blue Food security &
WATER Filranend] economy water scarcity ' N.exus.
(India) (Indonesia) biodiversity
- climate -
Energy Climate Assurance of Climate water
CLIMATE Transition Scanner climate-related actions audits (Canada)
(Morocco) (Brazil) disclosures (ECA) (Thailand)
U
AUDIT EHS Green Disaster Risk Updating MOOCs Environmental audit

procurement B Reduction training @ (Estonia & young
(Thailand) (India & Finland) auditors)

RESOURCES [N(ZIIELE) handbook (Maldives &

young auditors)




Other INTOSAI WGEA News



23rd Assembly in Malta

Focus on marine environment, drinking
water, droughts and desertification

WGEA Awards

New Chair SAl Thailand introduced

Website transfer to SAl Maldives >
continues as Vice Chair

SEMINAR
SUMMARIES SEMINAR SUMMARIES 1/2025
B gene . N — ; National
1/2025 Auditing Our Blue Planet = | Audit
- R Office
Auditing Our A

Blue Planet INTOSAI WGEA 23rd Assembly - MALTA 2025



https://wgea.org/media/ilenme0k/seminar-summaries-auditing-our-blue-planet-malta-1-2025.pdf
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Three environmental GUIDs now merged and
adopted as WGEA Guidance documents

We have asked the three outdated ggiﬂrfnqgﬁal Auditing
GUIDs to be removed from the
fr‘a mework INTOSAI WGEA 2025

Next step is the attempt to get the
updated GUID into the framework

WGEEA GUIDAMNCE - j ﬂ | |
KSC QA level 3 merge of
GUIDs 5200, 5201 and 5203
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Nexus Area:
Environmental Green Fiscal Sustainability C!'m?te &
Accounting Policy Tools Reporting Biodiversity

Climate and Biodiversity Hub '23-25

Green Economy Hub '23-25 Green Economy Hub '23-25 Green Economy Hub '23-25

_olye

https://wgea.org/projects/

>




Tools

Green Fiscal Policy Tools



https://wgea.org/projects/green-fiscal-policy-tools/

Webinars on completed projects this fall:

(24 September: Biodiversity-Climate Nexus)
15 October: Green Fiscal Policy Tools

29 October: Sustainability Reporting

5 November: Environmental Accounting

> registration: Training and Capacity Building

19 November: The landmark decision of International Court of Justice on Obligations of
States in respect of Climate Change. Reflections with Kati Kulovesi, Professor of
International Law


https://wgea.org/activities/training-and-capacity-building/

Other upcoming trainings

MOOCs (SAIl Estonia)
iCED Training Centre (SAl India)
https://wgea.org/activities/training-and-capacity-building/



https://wgea.org/activities/training-and-capacity-building/

Successful piloting of Audit Clinic

ENVIRONMENTAL
AUDIT CLINIC

A WGEA pilot initiative aimed at providing
easy access for support in environmental
auditing. The clinic will offer one-hour
consultation session, designed to provide
auditors with valuable insights and advice in
an accessible and convenient format.

This initiative targets ODA eligible countries
that are new to environmental auditing or
those facing challenges with their audits.

v April-May 2025

v One-hour consultation
sessions via Teams
English, Portuguese,
Spanish [with additional
languages to follow]

© Book now!

WWW.WEED.Or8

intosaiwgea@vtv.fi




CLIMATESCANNER
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Global cooperative audit on climate change
adaptation actions in collaboration with WGEA and
IDI

Will be launched by COP30 in
November

The Pacific report was just published




INTOSAI WGEA global outreach: 174 SAls
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