From Obligation to Opportunity:
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Climate Crises and Cost of Inaction

forest fires
e 460000 every year and economic losses estimated 2 billion
e record 1 million ha burned this year

floods
e 200 deaths and €44 billion worth of damage in Germany and Belgium (year 2021)
e costsworth 16% of GDP of Slovenia (year 2023)
e wave of floods in Austria, Czechia, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia
(September 2024)

extreme weather events (last 40 years)

e 85,000 to 145,000 human fatalities
e half a trillion euros in economic costs



| will talk about:

e 3levels of policies

e EU policy architecture

e Nationalreality
o case study on renewables
o national climate law

e Key challenges

e Recommendations



3 levels of policies

e International: Paris agreement, NDC, COP (30)

e EU: EU Climate Law, EGD and financial mechanisms
o 2080: climate neutrality
o 2030:-55% GHG (vs 1990)
o 2040: - 90%%2

e Member States: national implementation
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EU's roadmap to
by2050 &

Legally binding climate neutrality goals

Sectoral contributions & Fit for 55 package
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National Reality Check
Case study on Renewables I.

This is the relevant EU framework to support implementation:

e EU legislation: RED llI

e EU planning tools: NECP

e EU money: REPower

e obligations for RES to be implemented by member states:
o simplified permitting
o mapping and methodology
o infrastructure: grids and storage



National Reality Check
Case study on Renewables Il.

This is how the action is (not) delivered /implemented in Slovakia:

e fransposition of RED lll - late and insufficient

e wind stakeholder group and methodology under REPower
Implementation - good practice, but not functioning so well

e nature conservation and fairness for communities - not sufficiently
addressed

e backlash in communities and hoaxes - anti-wind referenda



National Reality Check - Slovak Climate Law

This is one of the pieces, which could help national implementation:
Spoiler: we do not have it, only a really good draft :-)

WHY is it important - franslating commitments info action
WHAT are key elements:

- sectoral decarbonisation targets - accountability of ministries
- connecting: planning-funding-measures

- iIndependent, expert oversight and evaluation

- engagement of public

HOW to do it - broad discussion and engagement



Key challenges

missing political will
strong “business as usual” interests - gas and nuclear for Slovakia
low awareness, bad communication
lack of systematic forward looking approach (incl. R&D)
slow and insufficient policy action, lacking:
o systematic planning
coordination
accountability
capacities
skills
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Recommendations for a strong national climate
action

National level:

e Use systematic, transparent and participatory planning, incl.:
o how to make EU legislation work
o how to use available EU funding
o how to collect and use relevant data
e adopt national climate laws
e build capacities, incl.:
o expert and analytfical capacities for data-based solutions and continual assessment
o atnatfional, regional and local levels
o to facilitate dialogue and participation
e include communication and awareness in the system

EU level: EC should apply conditionality to EU funds, use infringements and other enforcement
procedures



From obligation to opportunity - take Action

EU National governments: stop acting like a spoiled teen-ager and deliver
transformation, which is JUST for PEOPLE and SENSITIVE to NATURE

European Commission: use whip to enforce transformation, not only sugar to
support member states

Auditors: please use your role and skills to support such transformation

Thank you
dana.marekova@gmail.com
+ 421 908 524246
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